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———Tby Will be donc, as in Heaven, ſo in 
Earth. | | 


Ex muſt be very great Stran- 
78 


Aly gers to Chriſtiauity, or moſt un- 
N reatonably prejudic'd againſt it, 
who will not acknowledge it en- 
> tirely calculated to form a truly 
SZ) great Aid The Patterns it pro- 

poſes, the Doctrines it reveals, the Principles 
it inſpires, the Qualifications and Methods of 
Acting it infifts upon, All evidently conſpire 
thereto. What ever Particular we take, from 
whence the Deſign and Spirit of the Great In- 
ſtitutor can be juſtly collected, we ſhall eaſily 
diſcern *twas his general View to advance and 
perfect human Nature, and to make the World 
happy: This enters into every Relation and 
Character he ſuſtains in holy Writ ; and is in- 
deed its very Form and Eſſence: So that to 
give a juſt Repreſentation of Him and his Deſign, 
is an endearing Encomium of both. If we look no 
farther than this admirable Prayer our Saviour 
gave to his Diſciples, with a Deſign to teach 
them how to pray, we fee his own generous 
Character in it, as the World's Reformer, as well 
A 2 as 
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as the Deſign of their Embaſſy, whom he im- 


mediately ſent out: It was one and the ſame bene- 


ficent View they were carrying on; and, doubt- 
leſs, he gave them the Words of the Text, as 
the Matter of their frequent Prayer, that they 
might every Time be reminded of their own 


Duty, and look upon themſelves engaged to 


diſcharge it with the greateſt Vigor. 

I APPREHEND the Service | am this Day 
called to is, in the beſt Manner I am able to 
farther the Deſign of Reforming a vicious Age; 
an Age vicious, even to Infolency ; when Vice 


is refined upon, and almoſt become a Ozalifica- 
tion and Science I know of no Paſſage in Scri- 
pture more adapted in it ſelf, and from the ge- 


neral Practice of the Nation, to work upon a 
Religious, or even an ingenuous Mind, than that 
I have read : None from whence Your good De- 
ſign can be better vindicated, or that reflects 
more Shame and Reproach upon thoſe, who 
either Yilify, Diſcourage, or aft a neutral Part. 1 
Hall not enter into theDiſpute, whether theſePe- 
titions were only intended for the Uſe of the Diſ- 
ciples; whether they ſuit only the Firſt State and 
Dawn of Chriſtianity :At is enough for me, that 
none 1n their Senſes can diſpute the Uſe of the 
Words themſelves in their Prayers at this Day; 


and that Chriſtians are generally agreed, in my | 


Account, with great Propriety and Juſtice, to 
uſe them in the Order our Lord hath ſet them, 
even as a Summary and Form: To ſuch indeed 
will my Argument be more immediately di- 
rected; though all that allow this Prayer to be 
the Chriſtians Directory, will find themſelves 


equally concerned to make a particular Appli- 
cation to themſelyes. 


IN 


Tz 
IN order to ſubſerve the End of our preſent 
Aſſembling, I ſhall endeavour ; | 


1. To give you the Import of theſe Words, 
as à Petition, or ſhew you what we pray for 
when we uſe them. 


II. G1v E you a brief Account of that Tem- 


per and Diſpoſition of Mind, they ſuppoſe and re- 
quire. ; | : 


III. Poi Nr you to the ſeveral Things in- 
cumbent upon us, reſpecting Practice, from the 
religious Uſe of this Petition. 5 


I. Lx us conſider the Import of theſe 
Words, as a Petition, or what we pray for 

when we uſe them. In the general, they re- 
ſpect the Publick State of Religion, in the Pre- 
valency of Piety and Virtue in the World: 
This is plain from the Matter of the Requeſt, 

and the Pattern here ſpecified. The Matter 
of the Petition is, That God's Will may be done on 
Earth. By his Will, 1 think we are to under- 
ſtand his Laws and Precepts, which, as made 
known to us, are the Significations of his Will, 
how He would have us act and behave: And as 
every Divine Law 1s a Declaration of the Di- 
vine Will, ſo every plain Intimation of the 


Divine Will, hath neceſſarily the Obligation 


of a Law to reaſonable Creatures; it obliges, by 
_ Virtue of its being the Will of God. This in- 
diſputably reſults from his abſolute Propriety, 
and our abſolute Dependance. It is God's Will 
in Oppoſition to our own, as far as the corrupt 
Appetites and Paſſions of Men are apt to be a 
Law to them ; as far as they are ſetting up their 
| | own 
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own Inclinations againft the Law of their Rea- 


ſon, and the more expreſs Declaration of the 
Divine Mind, And thus, whilſt we pray for 


the Prevalency of Piety and Virtue, we pray 


for the Suppreſſion and Period of Vice and Pro- 


phaneneſs. Upon that moſt reaſonable Suppo- 


ſition, that Man is a Creature of Wiſdom, as 
well as of Power, it follows, that as he js capa- 
ble of moral Government, he is alfo ander it. 
It would be the higheſt Abſurdity to imagine, 
a Being ſo capacitated by a defiening Agent, 


ſhould be left at Liberty to range and rove up 
and down the World, juſt according to Inſtinct 


and Inclination ; to act as wild and thoughtleſs 


a4 Part as the Brutes. No, how much ſoever 


the Face of the World may look this Way, 
yet the great God hath prevented ſo reproach- 
ful a Cenſure of himſelf, in that he is in Fact, 


as well as Right, become our Lawgiver : He 


hath ſhewed us what is good, and what, as the 
Lord our God, he requires of us : He hath 
determin'd expreſsly how his own Creatures 
ſhould act; reſtraming, limiting, and direG&t- 
ing them as he hath judg'd moſt fit and proper. 
This is what, I think, is here termed his Mill, 
even all that which conſtitutes and points out 


our Duty, what ever Way we can certainly 


diſcover it: Tis that Will of his which is de- 
ſigned for the Government of the World, 
which it is in Mens Power to controul and op- 


poſe as well as obey, and which is not ſo per- 


fectly done, or obeyed on Earth, as it is in Hea- 
ven And what can this be, but his preceptive 
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TE Pattern here ſpecified is the Heavenly 
one, We pray that the Commands of God may 
be obeyed on Earth as they are in Heaven, Angels 
ſeem to be the Preſidents propoſed, whoſe Em- 
ployment their very Title ſuppoſes; Minifters, 
or Servants. * Theſe exalted Beings are evi- 
dently under Law to God; nor can a, Creature, 
as ſuch, however raiſed, be conſidered as from 
under Law to him. Undoubtedly, many of 
the Laws given them are vaſtly ditterent from 
thoſe we have, and greatly ſurpaſs our Facul- 
ties and Spheres at preſent. The Will of God 


that is given them to do, is in many reſpects 


appropriated to the Perfection of their Natures, 
as a ſuperior Order of Beings, excelling in 


Strength and Capacity; it muſt therefore be 


the Manner in which his Will is done by them, 


wherein they ought to be propoſed as our Pat- 


tern. And as to this, the Repreſentations Scri- 


pture hath given us of it, are adapted to ex- 
preis the Perfection of their Obedience. We 


are told they ſtand round about the Throne, as it 
were, waiting the Divine Orders. + And in 
another Place, that they do his Commandments, 
hearſ ning to the Voice of his Word ;, or, as the 
Words will bear, at the Hearing the Voice of 
his Word, *“ moſt ſignificantly typifying the 


-utmoſt Readineſs: and Chearfulneſs of their 
Obedience: Their Service is their Element, 
and their Obedience ſprings from Love; upon 
the ſame Principle it is amiformand univerſal ; 
every Intimation of the Divine Pleaſure is an- 
ſwered by a delightful Complyance: There 
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680 
is no Diſputing, no Exception, no Default. 
Thus our Saviour in the Text, deſigning to 
give his Diſciples an Idea of a perfect Obedience 
to the Divine Will, teaches them only to pray, 
that it might be obſerved by Men below, as 
it was by the Angels above. From hence tis 
evident, when we uſe this Petition, this is, or 
ought to be our Language, vix. That Earth 
& might bear a Reſemblance to Heaven, by a 
< Conformity of the Ways and Wills of Men, 
«to the Precepts and Will of. God ; that the 
© Wickedneſs of the Wicked might come to 
c an End; that the Divine Pleaſure might be 
ee the univerſal Law; and that what God hath 
ce given. as his Will on Earth, may be obeyed 
< on Earth, in a Manner the moſt reſembling 
© that Perfection in which his Will in Heaven 
is obſerved there. . 


IeRO EE D now eto the II. General. To 
give you a brief Account of the Temper and 
Diſpoſition of Mind, which ſhould attend ſuch 
a Requeſt in Order to render it a Prayer; or to 
qualify us to addreſs God in ſuch a Manner. 
We can have no Idea of Prayer, either as 
Homage to the Great God, or as ſubſerving our 
own Advantage, but as the Act of a reaſona- 
ble Being; that is, of one acting with Thought 
and Deſign, a Deſign of his own, of which he 
is perſonally conſcious z it can be nothing in any 
View, if our Tongue and Mind hold not a 
Correſpondence ; if the Senſe and Language 
of the Heart agree not with that of the Lip; 
and the Diſpoſition anſwer not to the Expreſſion 3 
nay, tis worſe than nothing, as it is Prevarication 
cloathed in Scoff, which muſt infer great Guilt 

and Diſhonour. How inconſiſtent am Lwith 
. : . ws my 


TY 
© my ſelf, to pray to one I think I can impoſe 
© upon by Sounds and Shews ! How: great an 


cc indignity do I offer to the all knowing God, by 
& this very Attempt.” This Prayer of our 


bleſſed Lord ſhould be conſider'd, not only as 


directing us what to as, but as ſhewing us alfo 
what we are to be; what the Make of Mind is, 
with which it ſhould be accompanyed, to pre- 
vent its being downright Abſurdity, or Abomi- 
nation; for the Diſpoſition of the Offerer, is, 
and will be adjudg'd by God as the Qualificati- 
on of the Prayer. Now a Petition of that im- 


. port the Words of the Text have been ſhewn 5 


to be, ſuppoſes and requires. EA 

1. AMINO truly Catholick, or enlarged 
to univerſal Charity. This noble Principle 
ſhone ſo remarkably thro? the Life and Actions 
of our bleſſed Lord, and is fo conſiderable a 
Branch-of the Temper he came to promote, 
that the Want of it is a juſt Challenge of our 
Relation to him, and argues a great Defect of 
Influence from his Example and Precepts. Nay, 
ſuch is the general Strain of this admirable 
Prayer, that it can in no Senſe be oars, if we 
do not conſiderably ſhare a pious and charitable 


Concern for our fellow Creatures: God is 


addreſs'd to therein as the common Parent of 
Mankind; and the Subject of the three firſt 
Petitions is evidently the World of Mankind : 
For I am ftrongly enclin'd to think, the Cloſe 
of this third Petition, on Earth as 'tis in Heaven, 
belongs equally to the two former : At theſame 
Time that we pray for our ſelves, if we under- 
ſtand our Prayers, we take in our fellow Crea- 
tures, and intereſt them in our Supplications. 


They, who, thro' an unnatural Indifferency of 
Temper,are Strangers to the benevolentPropen- 
| B | 
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ſions, acting under Cain's ungenerous caſt of 


Mind, am I my Jrother's Keeper; or thro' a ſordid 


ſelfiſnneſs are contratted in their Thoughts and 
Wiſhes within the narrow Circle of their own 
Concerns, are utterly diſqualify'd to uſe this 
Prayer; they are firſt to become Human before 
chey can indeed be Religious; they are yet to 


become Men before they can be Chriſtians: The 


Expreſſions of this Form, the Intention of the 
Inſtituter call for an Humanity in all that uſe it, 
truly Chriſtian; that is, truly Catholick and Uni- 
verſal : A Benevolence, bearing ſome Confor- 
mity in its Extent to the Goodneſs of God, 
whoſe tender Mercies are over all his Works; 


and to the Grace of the Redeemer, for which 


the whole World is the better. Such a Diſpo- 
ſition the very Words dictate and demand; 


ing, the Uſe of the Words are at the very beſt, 
Abſurdity and Trifling. 5 
2. TER due Uſe of this Petition ſuppoſes 


a tender Concern for the Intereſt of Piety and 
Virtue in the World: That this hes ſenſibly 
at Heart, and is become our own Intereſt, both 


from Principle and Inclination. It is very re- 
markable, that whilſt a generous Benevolence to our 
fellow Creatures is required to the due Uſe of 
theſe Words, that we are at the ſame Time 
directed, how we may beſt expreſs it, viz. by 
wiſhing the univerſal Spread and Prevalence of Re- 
digion : Plainly intimating, they are the great- 


the World to become Virtuous, and are retriev- 
ing a dying Regard to the divine Laws. Have 


we now any of theſe kind Affections which are 


the original Growth of the human Mind, and 
which Chriſtianity 1s adapted in a very 1 
| * = 5.208 


and when ſuch benevolent Affections are want- 


eſt Benefactors to Mankind, that are diſpoſing 


— 
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lar Manner to diffuſe and perfect? We can't 


evidence we have, nor teſtify them in a better 
Manner, than by a warm Deſire that the Wills 


and Ways of Men might be entirely conducted 
by the Will of God. Our Saviour hath plainly 
given us this as his Sentiment in the framing 
this very Petition; that did the divine Laws 
govern below in any Proportion to what they 
do above, Earth would ſhare the Felicity of 
Heaven. But to return. 3 
A As this Petition immediately reſpects the 
State of Religion in the World, and cannot 
poſſibly have any other Meaning ; ſo whenever 
weuſe it as a Requeſt to God, tis a Proteſtation 
of our own Solicitude for an univerfal Obedi- 
ence to the divine Will; *tis a Declaration, tis 
our Intereſt, and what we long to ſee univerſal- 


ly taking Place, Hereupon, every viſible In- 


Nance of Diſhonour and open Contempt, every 
Sally of Prophaneneſs muſt be a Grief and Trou- 
ble to ſuch a one, and in proportion to the Inſo- 
lency of the Acts, and the Spread of the Evil, 
he muſt ſuffer in his own Mind: For ſo far that 
Intereſt is yet to take Place, ſo far an oppofite 
_ Cauſe prevails. Do we pray that God's Will 
may be univerſally obey'd ? May it not then be 
expected as inſeparable from the ſame Diſ- 
poſition that Rivers of Tears run down our Eyes, 
when Men keep not his Laws, When we ſee the 
moft plain Declarations of tha Will violated 


and trampled on without Fear and Shame, as 


well as withont Excuſe ; are Spectators and Ear- 
Witneſſes of Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs, blaſphem- 


1 


* Pſalm cxix. 136. 
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ous Rants, and pouring out Curſes upon one ano- 
ther; Things againſt which God hath in the 
plaineſt Manner declar'd himſelf, and reveal'd 
his Wrath— Can we, I ſay, behold ſuch Tranſ- 
greſſors and not be grieved ? | Grieved for the 
Contempt that is thrown on the divine Authori- 
ty, as well as for the Riſque that the Criminals 
themſelves run. Reſentments upon ſuch Occaſi- 
ons I may ſay are Nature, and a Sort of Inſtinct in 
every good Perſon : They are but the genuine 
Workings of that Make of Mind, the Uſe of 
this Petition requires; which in ſuch Caſes will 
flow as readily and freely, as a natural Antipa- 
thy riſes upon the Preſentment of an abhorred 
Object. When we then from Time to Time are 
thus addreſſing Heaven, we are declaring this 
to be the Diſpoſition of our Minds, That 
ce from all viſible Inſtances: and Triumphs of 
© Vice, we feel a proportionable Pain; in all 
<< Conteſts that Virtue and Piety have with 
ce their Contraries, our moſt fervent Wiſhes 
ec are for their Succeſs; and every known. In- 
© ftance thereof yields ys a peculiar Pleaſure.” . 
Theſe Things are neceſſarily connected; and 
to talk of having the Cauſe of Virtue at Heart, 

and to be unmov'd at the Prevalency of Vice, 

is a downright Contradiction: To pray that 
the Divine Will may obtain as the univerſal 
Eule, and to be eaſy under a prevailing bold 
Contempt of it, is but a more ſolemn Dye. 
3. Tryzesz Words uppoſe a Readineſs on 
their Parts that put them up, to fall in with 
any regular apt Methods for the Promoting 


a. 


—— 


i Z/alm exix. 158. 
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this Intereſt. Prayer is not only an Expreſſion 
of our Deſires, but is implicitly laying our ſelves 
under an Obligation to proſecute, as far as our 
Ability extends, what we requeſt of God. In 
all Addreſſes to Heaven for thoſe Bleſſings, 
which, in any Meaſure, depend upon our ow: 
Endeavours, it is always underſtood to be the 
promiſing and pledging thoſe Endeavours, as far 
as they are neceſſary and may contribute there- 
to. And here, as Capacity meaſures Obligation 
and Duty, ſo is the Mhole of that Capacity 
promiſed and profeſſedly liſted in the Intereſt 
of Religion. Lo fit ftill as Neuters; to acc 
with a Coldneſs and Indifferency, as in a Mat- 
ter of Humour, or Liberty, is very inconſiſtent 
therewith, Though the Petition itſelf ſeems 
to direct our Eye to a Providence as concerned 
in the moral World, to an Agency and Influ- 
ence purely divine, as neceſſary to the Accom- 
pliſhment of ſuch a Requeſt ; yet it is by no 
Means to be underſtood. as a Matter entirely 
to be left thereto; ſuch a Deference to Provi- 
dence is but Pretenſion, or Miſtake. The Caſe 
evidently ſuppoſes and beſpeaks a. chearful 
Readineſs on our Parts, in Proportion to our 
Capacities, | to be active in our particular 
Spheres, by uſing the Means in Hand, or joyn- 
ing Iſſue with any Propoſals that have an appa- 
rent Aptitude thereto : In this the Sincerity of 
our Prayer lies, and thereby is it to be atteſted ; 
and in Proportion to our Neutrality, or Neg- 
lect, in Point of Endeavour, we bring an Indict- 
ment of Mockery againſt our ſelves, and vir- 
tually pronounce our own Condemnation, For 
my own Part, I can't help thinking, the Uſe 
. of this Petition ſo publickly, frequently and 
lolemnly as amongft us, is equivalent to any 
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formers of Mankind. 


=. 
Thing of a Religious Oath, or an Appeal to 
Almighty God; that he is implicitly invok'd 


every Time, to witneſs to our own Readineſs 


of concurring with any regular Methods for 
the Reformation of the World, and the im- 


ploying our ſeveral Talents for the ſecuring a 


Regard to the divine Laws againſt Immorali- 
ty and Prophaneneſs. As all Laws that preſcribe 
an End, are of courſe Obligations to the Uſe of 
the Means conducing to that End; in like Man- 
ner, when the Succeſs of our Requeſts to God, 
doth, in a conſiderable Meaſure, depend upon 
our Endeavours, the Sincerity of our Prayers 
muſt be evidenc'd by the Reality of our Endea- 
vours. What can look more like a Heart ſacred 
to Religion, than the Breathing out ſuch a-Form 
as the Text, in ſolemn Prayer to God, Oh may 
thy Will be done on Earth, as tis in Heaven! And 
what can evidence this is. the Frame of the 
Heart that puts up the Prayer, but a Readineſs 


to embark in ſuch a Cauſe, and devoting Time, 


Talents, and whatever 1s within our Meaſure 


to its Support and Prevalency. Upon the 


Whole we may be aſſur'd, that good Wiſhes 
to ſuch a Cauſe will keep Peace with Peoples 
own Virtue ; and that thoſe who know what t 

ſay, and mean as they ſay, when they uſe this 
Prayer, will, as far as they are able, be Re- 


3. GzNER al. Weare now to point you 


to the ſeveral Things incumbent upon us, with 


Reſpect to Practice, from the Religious Uſe of 
ſuch a Petition as this. As the loudeſt In- 
vettives againft Vice are not a ſufficient Teſti- 
mony of our own Virtue; ſo neither is the 
moſt frequent Uſe of this Prayer proof ſuffici 
| . ent 
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ent of our ſincere Regard to God and Religion. 


The Matter of it is of that Nature as to re- 


quire our active Zeal, as well as the forming it 
into a Requeſt to God, and by the making it 
our joynt Requeſt to God; our Obligation to 
united Emdeavours is moſt apparent and ftrong 3 
nay, permit me to ſay farther, there is no Senſe, 


or Sincerity, in the Uſe of this Petition, but as 


tis ſeconded by an active Zeal in the following 
Inſtances. 
1. IN aperſonal Reformation. Tis allowed 
this Petition in its Extent 1s for the World of 
Mankind; hut let it be remembred, tis therein 
a Requeſt for our ſelves, as every particular is 
included in the Univerſal :. It extends beyond, 
but can never be ſuppoſed to exclude our ſelves : 
The Thing requeſted. is what immediately con- 
cerns every individual; nor is it ſuppoſable 
that either a Regard to God, or a Love to our 
fellow Creatures, ſhould lead us to ask any 
Thing for them, which we are averſe, or indif- 
| ferent to our ſelves. © Shall I pray daily, that 
© the whole World may be brought to obey 
ce the divine Will, and ſhall I live in the known 
< Violation of it my ſelf ! Can I expreſs a Grief 
© and Concern for the divine Diſhonour by 
© hers, and at the ſame Time contribute to it 
ce my ſelf: Can I really deſire this World might 
< reſemble Heaven, whilft I continue to kee 
< up the Difference. Where's the Conſiſten- 
cy, where's the Sincerity of this ? Undoubted- 
ly, our firſt Engagments and Obligations are 
perſonal, our firſt and chief Work is with our 
ſelves; we are oblig'd by all the Ingenuity 
and Reaſon in the World as we make this our 
Prayer, each one to look after our ſelves, endea- 
vouring to amend and reform at Home; _ 
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the Authority of God, claim'd by his Laws, be 
acknowledged by our own Reſpect to all his 
Commandments; that our Wills and Walk 
bear an improving Conformity to the divine 
Rule, and exhibit a more compleat Copy of 
it to the World. The primary Senſe of this 
Petition, as to every one that uſes it, is in 
Language the ſame with that of David. Oh 
that my Ways were directed to keep thy Statutes. 
Pſal. cxix. 5- As on the one Hand, it would 
be but of little Advantage to me, what the Pre- 
valency.of Piety and Virtue was in the World, 
whilſt at the ſame Time, I was prophane and 
vicious my ſelf; ſo on the other Hand, were 
this my perſonal Character, whilſt I continually 
bow'd the Knee to Almighty God for the Pre- 
valency of Virtue and Piety in the World 
What greater Inconſiſtency, or more inſolent 
Mockery can be imagin'd ! I am amaz'd that 
the general Uſe of this Petition, and with 
ſome even a Superftitious Regard to the very 
Words, hath not rend'red it an àniverſally repu- 
table Thing to fear and ſerve God. I would 
particularly preſs a Regard to perſonal Virtue - 
in thoſe that are avowedly engagd for the Re- 

formation of others. Their Obligation hereto, 
from the daily Uſe of this Prayer, 15 common 


* 


and equal to them with others; but their pro- 


feſſed Deſign ſtill ſtrengthens the Obligation to 
a ſtricter Care and Circumſpection. Such ſhould 
not ſatisfy themſelves with a Freedom from the 
groſſer Vices they reprove and puniſh in others; 
or from thoſe Degrees thereof, from whence they 
may be pointed at, or fall under the common 
Cenſare of the World ; but alſo from all thoſe 
Things the Laws of God condemn, tho? of 
better Reputation and Report with Men 5 — 

| rom 
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from all thoſe Freedoms and Liberties which 
are really Violations of the divine Laws, tho? 
they fall not under the Cognizance and Cenſure 
of human ones, To theſe Things ſuch not 
only would do well to take heed, but are 
under ſpecial Engagement. thereto, if they 
would proceed in their Deſign with any good 
Grace, Courage and gucceſs, or would not bring 
an indelible Slur upon Reformation and Keli- 
gion too. 
2 Sucu a Prayer as this engages to family 
Reformation. There is a Neceſſity, if we 
would not lie under Sin and Reproach too, not 
only to bow to the divine Will our ſelves, but 
to extend our Concern to thoſe over whom we 
have any ſpecial Iufluence. You that are Pa- 
rents and Maſters — Religion hath great need 
of you; and whenever you joyn in this Petitt- 
on you promiſe the Great God your Aid. You 
have a Power both in a natural and civil Capa- 
City over others : The Ule of this Prayer points 
out to the firſt and principal Uſe of that Pow- 
er, viz. that thoſe under your Roof may act 
in a Conformity to the divine Laws. You that 
ſtand in this Relation are bou.d upon the Pe- 
nalty of Inſincerity and Inſult of the Great 
God, to watch and regulate the diſſolute Incli- 
nations of thoſe under your Care; to diſcourage 
and check every Inſtance of Contempt thrown 
on God's Authority; to ſuffer no ſuch Act to paſs 
without Reproof, and thoſe Corrections that 
are adapted to Amendment, Nay, you are 
obliged by the Iufluence of Example and Pre- 
cept to go before them in the Way of Obedi- 
ence, that by their united Force they may be 
engaged to a Regard of God, and avoiding all 
that's Evil. This would be a ſtrange Engage- 
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ment on Dependants and Inferiors, from the 
Beauty of the Thing, as well as the cutting off 
all Hope of Countenance when they ſhould 
offend. And how far would it go to render 
the Err AtEs and Miniſters work pleaſant 
and eaſy! For you to connive and wink at any 


ſuch Thang, 


is to unſay your own Prayers, 


and expoſe your ſelves to the Brand of being 
Lyars unto God. © Can you deſire Religion 


© may prevail throughout the World, and be 


* ealy with Irreligion in your own Houſe. Can 
* you pray that the Earth may be like Heaven, 
and at the ſame Time, by your Indulgence and 
Neglect, render your own Houſes Nurſeries 
« fx Hell! What is your Concern for the 


eine Honour, which your Prayers teſtify, 


© when you can be eaſy with, or not ſeek to 
ce reclaim a common Swearer, a drunken, lewd, 
ce diſſolute Creature under your own Eye and 
e Influence, and in your own Family 1? Upon 
every Ule of this Petition, ſuch undertake, 
with Joſbua, as far as their Influence extends, 
that the divine Will ſhall be the Rule of their 
Heuſe, that they and theirs wil) obey the Lord. 
Tus beyond all Diſpute, the Neglect and 
Indulgence of thoſe at the Head of the Leſſer 
Societies, are a main Spring of the Degeneracy 
of the preſent Age. With the moſt, if the 
_ Father's or Maſter's Will be done, and their 
Buſineſs minded, it is Matter of no Concern 
whether rhe Maker's Will be done or not : The 
greateſt Violations of this Kind are over-Jook'd; 
though, at the ſame Time, *tis manifeſt, upon 
the firſt Thought, rhe Parents Peace and Ma- 
ters Subſtance can have no Security, equal to 
a Regard of the Divine Will in their Children 


and Servants. 


Among others that Profeſs a 
. | Concern 
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Concern for the Virtue of their Deſcendants 
and Houſhold, yet, alas, how little more is it 
than a Profeſſion at large; which, would it 
tanke Place as a Wiſh, might do: But what is 
done to acquaint them with the Will of God ? 
How unreſtrained are they when they make 
themſelves Vile fp? How are the Seeds and 
Buddings of Vice watered and cultivated ; nay, 
oftentemes /own by the Parent's own Hand? 
And the Keins of the Childrens Wills put into 
their own Hands from the very firſt, The 
Uſe of this Petition by ſuch, argues juſt fo 
much Regard for the. Honour of C od, as they 
expreſs to their Brethrens Neceſſities, ho can 
repeat their good Wiſhes, but ſee chen periſh, 
though they have it in 'the Power of their 
—_— to relieve them *. 
BE x Ou the Uſe of this Petition we are 
3 bound to contribute what we can to 
a National Reformation. Our Zeal terminates 
not with Qurſelyes and Families, when we have 
a Capacity for more extenfive Influence. The 
drawing an Argument from the Uſe of this 
Prayer, for the Endeavouring a National Re- 
He formation, | acknowledge, ſuppoſes, that a 
Regard to the Divine Honour is a juſtifiable Motive 
and Keaſon for aſſiſting in the Execution of 
human Laws againſt Vice and Prophaneneſs: 
Nor can I at preſent conceive any valid Objecti- 
on againſt it. *Tis true, ſadly true, the moſt 
inhuman Butcheries have been perpetrated under 
this Colour, and prefaced with the Sacred 
Name of God : But turely, this doth not render 


— 
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it unjuſtifiable to proceed upon ſuch a Motive 
and Ground of Acting, in Matters undeniably 

conducive to his Honour ; or throw it entirely 
out of the Cafe before us: The Good of Society, 
or any other Principle, is capable of equal 
Abuſe, The Magiſtrate, as ſuch, indeed pu- 
niſhes thoſe Crimes, as he is the Officer of the 
State ; and as they are Breaches of the Laws of 
the Land; and it is more immediately, as he is 
ſuch, that thoſe who detect and inform againſt 
ſuch Offenders, do. apply to the Magiſtrate. 
But what Reaſon is there, why the Diſhonour 
done to God, by Vice, and the Violation it evi- 
dently is to his Laws, may not influence the Ma- 
Siſtrate to a zealous Uſe of his legal Authority, 
ard lead private Perſons alſo to endeavour the 
Checking, or Preventing thoſe Evils, as Diſ- 
bonourable to God, by Means the Legiſlature hath 
provided on that Behalf. Swearing, Lewdneſs, 
Drunkenneſs, &'c. are certainly without the 
Sphere of Conſcience ; they can't poſlibly be 
brought under the Head of Matters of Conſcience, 
or have any Plea of that Kind; and as they are 
direct Refi tions on the Divine Authority, 
why may not Magiſtrates and private Perſons 
be actuated by that Conſideration, ſo as to re- 
ſolve their ſeveral Parts in the Execution of 
ſuch Laws, into this as their chief Motive, and 
be juſtified in ſo doing? Tis hardly ſuppoſable, 
fincere Love to God, where it is, ſhould forbear 
working upon ſuch Occaſions, and intereſting it- 
ſelf in ſuch open Inſtances of Diſhonour ; they 

will Influence ſuch a Mind, though they can't 
hurt God; as they are a Wrong to him, though 
VJ | | 

Bur to return. The more readily and chear- 
fully we come ii to Meaſures adapted to a _ 
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tional Reformation, the more ſuitably till do 
we act to the Tenor of our own Prayers is 
the Nations Happineſs ſuch a Deſign is not now 
to be laid, ſuch a Society to be formed, There 
is an honourable generous Aſſociation of this 
Kind, that hath been long on Foot ; and upon 
that Account, as well as its Deſign in general, 
comes recommended to others, Perſons who 
have any Concern for the Honour of God, the 
Good of their Country, and have Humanity 
enough to be touch'd with the Ruin their Fel- 
low Creatures are by Shoals plunging them- 
ſelves into, may now immediately lee the good 
Effect and Succeſs of the Aſſiſtance they yield. 
There are thoſe already engaged who want not. 
Underftanding, Prudence, and Courage, Their - 
Method hath long approved itſelf; and the 
many Conteſts they have had with the Leſſer 

and Greater Patrons of Vice, have led them 
into an Acquaintance with thoſe Meaſures that 
beſt anſwer their Deſign ; as well as the Extent 
of thoſe Civil Laws, which are their Bounda- 
ries of acting. Tis this Deſign of a National 
Reformation, I beg leave to recommend to you, 
who are not engaged therein; and that upon the 
Foot of your own Prayers. It may be you have 
not conſidered, or the Confidence of others 
hath led you to lick up the Prejudices they 
have thrown out, to vilify this Society Give 
me leave, therefore, to tell you, and in this, 
I think, I may be confident. „ 
Tux Motives which led theſe Gentlemen, 
at firſt, to unite, was a Concern for the Honour 
of Almighty God, a Love to their Country 
and fellow Creatures, amidſt a General Cor. 
ruption of Manners. A Multityde were con- 
Karen by Example and Influence againſt 
: 5 > Virtue 
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Virtue : Hereupon, nothing could ever erigage 
in its Defence with the leaſt Hopes of Succeſs, 
but united Heads, Hearts, and Hands, The 
Laws of God were avowedly deſpiſed ; the 


Laws of the Land, which were a Reinforce- 


ment of the Laws of God upon temporal Penal- 
ties, were a- ſleep: They bravely propoſed, 


therefore, with united Strength, with the 


Cauſe of God, and their Country, in View, to 
give a Check to thoſe bold and inſolent Im- 
pieties, by putting the Laws of the State 
againſt them into Execution: This was no 
more than ſecuring that Effect from thoſe Laws, 
which the Legiſlature intended, both as to the 


Offenders and the Community. This is the 


Deſign they are ſtill carry ing on : This, and none 


but this: And I am perſwaded, from an Ac- 


quaintance with ſeveral, their Motives are ſtill 
the ſame in point of Dignity, and immediate 
Influence. They are avowed Enemies to Vice 
and Immoralitv, which you by your Prayers 
profeſs to be : This they are evidencing in a Me- 
thod. in which God, and the Wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature, hath pointed them to expreſs and 
perſue it, And 'tis hard to conceive, the Un- 


eee of their Work to the World, their 


Expences, Dangers and Neproaches, conſider'd, 
what ſhould actuate and ſupport them, beſides 
the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, and the Honeſty 
of their Intentions ? Whether you conſider it 
or not, you can't uſe the Petition of the Text, 
but you muſt in juſt Conſtruction pray to God, 
to ſmile on the Cauſe in which this Society is 
engaged; to proſper their lawful Enterprizes, 
and ſucceed their regular Endeavours: And 
will you pray for them, and not affift, or 
1 join with them : ? Doth the Cauſe 27 the 
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< Zeal and Solemnity of a Petition to Heaven, 
c and can you let it die for want of your Con- 
c currence “? Shocking Inconſiftency ! Idle 
Intentions, cold and heartleſs Wiſhes are not 
ſufficient to keep off this Charge — Lis true, 
the Execution of the Laws againſt Offenders, 
may not, of it ſelf, be ſufficient to make Per- 
ſons truly Pious, or to bring our City to the 
happy State the Text expreſſes: But, though 
they only influence the outward Behaviour, in 
a way of check, yet ſtill the very Face of Obe- 
dience to the Divine Commands, is a nearer 
Conformity to ſuch a State of Things, than a 
daring open Violation of them : And the more 
general, ſtill the more agreeing. The prevent- 
ing Vice, or, even the driving it into Corners, 
1 hath a manifeſt Tendency to the Spread of Vir- 
tue: This may be done by the due inflicting 
that temporal Penalty the Law hath provided 
in particular Caſes, where Senſe is the Princi- 
ple, and not Conſcience : And as to particular 
Perſons, what was begun by Force and Fear, 
may become the Matter of Choice and Love. 
Nay, this I am very ſure of, that the happy 
State we pray for on Earth, can never be 
1 brought about, even to the Eaſe of a truly vir- 
tuous Mind, but by the Method theſe Societies 
are taking: No, nor can there be the leaſt 
Meaning, or Sincerity, in ſuch a Prayer, whilſt 
People refuſe to join Iſſue, ſome Way or ano- 
ther, with them, towards a National Reform- 
ation. 5 $A a 
IekERSwAD E my ſelf you will readily 
allow, the Uſe of this Petition fixes the Charge 
of Mockery upon thoſe, who ſhould oppoſe and 
hinder a Deſign of this Kind; but I wiſh you 
would alſo conſider in what a Light it ſets a 
. „ Neutrality 
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Neutrality and Indifferency. By making this our 


joynt Requeſt to Heaven, we declare an actual 


Confedeiacy for God, againſt the Devil; for the 


Divine Government againſt Satan's Uſurpation : 


Now, Perſons who. profeſs a State of Neutra- 
lity, in Times of Publick Danger, are always 
Jook'd upon as Deſerters of the Common Intereſt. 
1confefs, I thiuk the Caſe much the ſame here, 
whilſt our Prayers carry in them a very ditfer- 
ent Language . A Perſon acts agreeably 
enough to the Dictates of Virtue and good 


_ Senſe, who is a meer Spectator, or indulges 


to a natural Indolence, in Matters of 20 Conſe- 


guence. But if making any Thing the Subject of 
our daily Prayers, is allowing and acknow- 


ledging the Importance of it, we ſtand con- 
demned out of our own Mouths, if we are not 
aſſiſting and ſtrength'ning their Heads, who 
dare to appear on God's Side, againſt the Inſur- 
rections of Vice. If you ſhould ask, wh are 
to engage ? I reply, if you conſider your own 
Prayer, you may anſwer your ſelves. Its evi- 
dent from the Acknowledgment it contains, it 
is not below any One to be engaged therein: 


And there are very few but may lend their 


Afliſtance, and evidence the Sincerity of their 
Prayers. You need not break your Rank, as 1t 


were, or go out of your Sphere. A private one 


admits, and therefore where it will, you ſhould 
be found aſſiſting the Civil Magiſtrate, by lay- 
ing the Impieties of the hard'ned Vicious be- 
fore him, in order to a legal Animadverſion. 
Informations of this Kind are abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to anſwer the End, both of Laws and Ma- 
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giſtracy, as far as they relate to Impiety and 
Vice, The Law authorizes, and Proclamations 
from the Throne require and expect it from 
ſuch, as well as from the Magiſtrate, And 
ſince there is a Society who are capable of ad- | 
viſing both to a ſafe and prudent Method, it | 
were to be wiſh'd, that thoſe who are willing | 
to ingage in active Service, would act in concert | 
with them— Perſons in a private Capacity are 0 | 
capable allo of teſtifying their own Sincerity, — | 
by contributing of their Subſtance to ſo good a 
Work. Amidſt all the Concern the Legiſlature 
hath already expreſs'd for a National Reform- 
ation, by the Number and Plainneſs of the 
Laws made on that Behalf; notwithſtanding 
the ſtrict and general Charges in Proclamations 
for Vigilance in the Execution of thoſe Laws; -— - 
Matters are yet in that Poſture, that to attack 
{ome of the moſt infectious Branches of Vice 
in a proper Manner, is attended with conſider- 
able Expence. Were it only from hence, it is 
amazing how ſuch a Deſign hath kept on Foot 
ſo long, when Virtue itſelf can obtain no Coun- 
cil without a Fee: Nor, in that reſpect, meet 
with the Friendſhip that Vice doth. But Chri- 
ſtians, you that ſolemnly pray for the Prevaleney 
of Virtue, may greatly alleviate this Difficulty, 
and render the Progreſs of a National Reform- 
ation more ſenſible. What if you ſhould ſacri- 
tice a Fancy, or a Frolick, to ſo Noble a De- 
ſign— I believe the real Happineſs of Life 
would not be abated : I am ſure, the Review 
of ſuch an Action at your Death would recom- 
pence. And in this Point, I beg, that Perſons 
of Subſtance would be pleaſed to hear me as 
their particular Remembrancer. Your Obliga- 
tion to honour God with your Subſtance is ge- 
neral ; your own Prayers engage you to it, in 
| | D | 1 


giving Vice and Lewdneſs every Advantage 
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this moſt immediate Manner; nor can there be 


a more reaſonable Expectation, than your 


chearful Concurrence this Way with thoſe, 
who are laying out themſelves for the Accom- 


pliſhment of your own profeſſed Wiſhes. © Why 
e ſhould not Chriſtians, who are one in the 


* Uſe of this Prayer, be alſo one in ſuch a 
** Deſign ; in which, were we to judge by their 


© Prayer, we ſhould conclude they wereunited !” 
In a Word, the uniting your Endeavours hath 


a fair Probability of bringing us nearer to the 
Accompliſhment of our Prayers: But ſhould 


we not by all be able to make ſufficient Head 
againſt Vice, we have yet a wiſe and good 
Perſons Satisfaction, of being accepted of God 


and conſiſtent with our ſelves. | 
T 18s is a Prayer alſo in which our Legiſla- 

ture profefledly, unite, and which they have 

expreſs d ſo particular a Regard to, as to or- 


dain the Repetition of it once and again at 


publick Service, How reaſonable upon ſuch 


a Thought 3s it to indulge the Hope ; that the 
Influence of Majeſty itfelf ſhall be continually 
employ'd in frowning every Thing from about 


the Throne, that is repugnant to ſuch a Pray- 
er; or that ſhall dare to appear in Defeat of the 


nobleſt and moſt beneficent Deſire that can pro- 


every Hour of Prayer, by all that joyn in the“ 


* 
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ceed from a Royal Breaſt. May we not hope 
a reforming Deſign will ſenſibly feel the avow- 


ed Patronage of the Throne; that all the Dif- 


ficulties, at Preſent, attending the Execution of 
the Laws againſt Vice, ordained as a Barrier to 


this Prayer, will be ſpeedily conſidered and 
provided for ; that none may have an Oppor- 
tunity of venting a caulleſs Spleen againſt the 


Friends to Religion and their Country, by 


the 


E 

che Deficiency, or Obſcurity of the Law yields, 
aud rigorouſly turning it to the expoſing and in- 
ſulting the virtuous Reformer, : 

As the Benefit of good Laws 1s derivable to 
the Community only by the ſubordinate Powers; 
(for *tis the Application and Execution that brings 
the Benefit, and cures the Diſeaſe) ſol ſhould 
now turn my Eyes particularly on thoſe in the 
Commiſlion of the Peace, had 1 the Honour of 
| ſpeaking to any ſuch. As far as an epidemical 
Degeneracy cries for Reformation, or for En- 
deavours that Virtue might prevail more in 
common Practice, and Vice leſs; the Cry is 
very loud amongſt us: Wickedneſs in almoſt 
every Shape walks about the Street, ſcorning 
Concealment, and defying the Laws. In ſuch 
a State tis natural to look firſt to thoſe to whom 
the Execution of the Laws are committed, Such 


are by Offce, and if I miſtake not, by Oath, the 


Guardians of Virtue, as well as of Peace; of the 
One, in order to the Other, as they are in the 
cloſeſt Connettion : From hence *tis their Duty 
to give Life, that is, Execution, to the Laws 
made for its Preſervation, as well as to thoſe 
for the maintaining Property. The Ends and 
Uſes of their Power are ſpecified by the Law: 
The Securing of Virtue and the Puniſhment of 
Vice 1s evidently one ; as there are ſo many 
good Laws made with an immediate View there- 
to: All theſe they are bound to keep, and cauſe 
to be kept. When we add to this, the Excellent 
Prayer we have before us, 1s the Form they ire- 
quently uſe in addrefling Almighty God— What 
Zeal and hearty Application might we reafon- 
ably expect from ſuch, in receiving Informa- 
tions, and in the Exerciſe of their Authority 
for procuring the Matter, both of their Prayer 
and Office! Conſidering the Oath they take, 
| RY and 
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and the frequent Uſe of this Petition, it is 
amazing it ſhould not be attended to; that the 
due Diſcharge of their Commiſſion, as to the 
Laws againſt Vice, is not altogether a Civil, but 
in a Senſe, a Religious Affair: For though their 
Power is immediately from Men, and the Li- 
mits of it ſet by human Laws, yet their Obliga- 
tion to uſe it in ſuch Caſes, is particularly from 
God and Conſcience. 8 

I Ts very ſhocking to conceive a Magiſtrate 
at one Hour on the Knee before God, thus ad- 
dreſſing Heaven; May thy Name, O God, be hal- 
lowed ;, thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done on Earth 
as "tis in Heaven : Or in thoſe other Words, pray- 
ing immediately for himſelf, as a Magiftrate ; 
That he may truly miniſter Fuſtice to the Puniſhment 
of Wickedneſs and Vice, and to the Maintenance of 
God's true Religion and Virtue : Tis ſhocking, I ſay, 
to conceive him the next Hour, with Power in 
his Hands, to procure theſe great Ends, diſ- 
miſſing the Lewd, refuſing to take Informa- 
tions againſt Immoralities, and publickly Brow- 
beating well-meant Aſſiſtances: To hear ſuch 
a one faying, with an Air of Indifferency, *tis 
but Swearing, but Drunkenneſs, but Sabbath- 
breaking ; and ranging them under the Head of 
neceſſary Liberties, which the common People 
muſt be allowed — A greater Inconſiſtency, 
a more inſolent Mockery of Almighty God can't 
readily be thought; beſides, that it is founded 
upon one of the moſt Pernicious, as well as Ob- 
vious and Shameful Miſtakes — If Men have a 
Mind to expoſe themſelves by their Abſurdi- 
ties and Inconſiſtencies, I would beg it might 
be in thoſe Things, where they might be inno- 
cent, though it were palpable Weakneſs ; and 
wherein Almighty God had not ſuch an imme- 
diate Concern, Would but ſuch Magiſtrates 
* 5 in 
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in general, as an Honourable Few do, act up 
to their Oaths and their Prayers, it might be | 
great Mercy to the Offender, as it might pre- | 
vent Crimes that are Capital, by ſuppreſſing 
them in their Spring ; it would reach the Root 

of our Evil, and would ſoon put a nem Face, at 
leaſt, upon the Chriſtian World. I could en- 
treat ſuch by all that 1s dear and facred, to 
lend their beſt Aſſiſtance to the Cauſe of Vir- 
tue and Religion; which is ſo evidently within 
their Charge, the Matter of their Prayer and 
profeſſed Affection, and every particular Per- 
ſon's Bleſſing. What they pray they may do, 
ſure they would permit me to entreat they 
would do. Religion implores it at their Hands, | 
their Prayers promiſe and engage for it, and | 
ſooner or later, Almighty God will make good | | 
his own Declaration ; Thoſe that honour him he 
will honour, but thoſe that deſpiſe him, that act the 
Neuter, or Enemy in his Cauſe, ſhall be lightly 
eſteemed. | 1 

Ix remains now, that I addreſs my ſelf to 
you, Gentlemen, who are already engaged in 
theDeſign of Reforming our City. It is a ſenſi- 
ble Pleaſure to me that I can ſpeak to thoſe as 
one in this important Affair, who may think dif- 
ferently in Matters of leſs Conſequence. An 
Agreement this is, that I would prefer to any 
other. You are not contending, you are ſenſi- 
ble, for what is indifferent, dubious and tri-- 
fling : Tis not the Intereſt of a Party, but the 
Intereſt of the univerſal Ruler, that you are 
ſeeking, and I have been prefling : I diſdain the 
Contrary ; your Deſign hath no Relation to it; 
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twould be deftroyed by it. On the other 
Hand, I know of no Expedient that hath a 
greater Aptitude to bring all the real Friends of 
Religion to be of one Heart and one Soul, than a 
uuniting in this common Cauſe. And oh! The 
peculiar Delight, the Reflection of Pleaſure that 
ſprings from the Union of Souls thus generouſ- 
ly Virtuous ! | 4 


You are, with great Numbers of your Fellow 
Chriftians, frequently expreſſing your Regard 
to God and your Country in a folemn Addreſs to 
Heaven, that there may be a Check and Peri- 
od to Wickedneſs, and that Religion by its 
Spread and Influence according to its natural 
Tendency, might bleſs the Earth, and intro- 
duce an Heaven below : Your Endeavours, I 
apprehend, are ſtrictly agreable to this, and no 
more than a publick Teftimony of your Since- 
rity. Your Prayers, I truſt, ſpecify the real ſole 
End of your Informations; I am ſure they have 
an Aptitude to Effect what you pray for. A 
thoughtleſs undiſcerning Herd may talk of you 
as if your End was Reward, your Motives, 
Malice and Revenge: What Slander indeed 

may you not expect whilſt you are teſtifying 
againſt them that their Works are Evil ? * But 
I doubt not you can defy all Proof of this, and 
challenge Malice itſelf upon this Head. I am 
certain, the more the Diſpoſition and Principle 
that governs you, agrees with what this Prayer 
requires, the more eaſily may you ſuſtain, the 
more infallibly will your Cauſe ſurvive, all their 
. Attempts to blacken and miſrepreſent you. 
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THE Pattern your Prayers lead you to ſet your 
ſelves will not admit the ceaſing your Endeavours, 
amidſt the greateſt Succeſſes, or the greateſt Diſ- 
couragements. Let your Succeſſes be what they 
will, there will be a great Diſparity ſtill, between 
the State of Things below and above ; or what- 

ever your Diſcouragements are, it is ſtill your ac- 
knowledged Duty to go on; tho' the Diſeaſe yields 
not, but rather rages under your Attempts : Nay, 

there is ſtill the louder Call for your Fndeavours, 
by how much the /efs Earth reſembles Heaven. 

AS your very Cauſe is the Fulfilment of the 
divine Will, you may indulge the Hope of the 

divine Bleſſing : He that you are thus with, will 
be with you. Cauſe of Fear and Shame you have 
none from your Deſign : The Prayer your Lord 
hath taught you muſt be firſt abſur'd and ſcanda- 

lous : Male no Cauſe for either to your felves by 
Imprudeney of Conduct: Severity in proſecuting 
where 'tis not call'd for, or by the Diſcovery of any 
mean Views Angels muſt look down with a friend- 
ly Eye upon you, and wiſh you well, as bent on the 
heavenly Errand, aſſiſting you in faving the Fall of 
| Virtue, when tottering on the Brink of Vice; 
readily engaging in any kind Offices for your Pro- 
tection, as you are herein one with them in Deſign, 
and endeavouring to bring others to an Agreement 
with them All good Men are with you in Heart: 
You have the Prayers of moſt with you, as far as 
Words go; you have the Conſciences of the worſt 
with you, as far as they have any left : Let this 
animate you {till to go on; and I wiſh it might be 
ſo conſidered by all, that Reformation, of a national 
Kind, might be a Cauſe and Center, in which ALL 
good Men unite, 

W E generally, and with good Reaſon reſt our 
Hopes of the divine Favour, upon the multiplying 

our Prayers to Heaven : But when we conſider 
from the Behaviour of Multitudes that uſe this ad- 
mirable Form, in what a Manner God is addreſs'd, 

we have juſt Cauſe to rank our Prayers among our 
Provocat ions; and to fear as much from them as from 


our leſs diſguiſed Prophaneneſs. My Soul's Deſire 


for 
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for our native Country, will then become an Ex- 
pectatton of good, When we ſhall ſee Perſons/in their 
moſt ſolemn Actsſſenſible of what they are about, 


and concerned to evidence their Sincerity and 
Conſiſtency: When People ſhall come to appre- 


hend the Dreadfulneſs of Mocking Almighty God, 
and endeavour to conform their Endeavours to 


a Correſpondency with their Prayers But never 


*till then. However, I can't help breathing under 


a Glimmering of Hope 


MA our City come to be juſtly ſtyled, a City 
of Righteouſneſs, from the too deſerved Character, 
one that Hates to be reformed 1, and agreably to what 


our Lord hath taught us, and we agree to pray for, 
may even the lower Worid become a new Earth, 


wherein Righteouſneſs dwells and flouriſhes. The 


Proſpect of ſuch a Day diffuſes a Joy thro' every 
Mind, that Religion hath in any Meaſure tinctured. 


May you, Gentlemen, who are among thoſe that 


; lead on in that glorious Work, the turning the 
World to Righteouſneſs; may you be honoured 


by God with great Succeſs: May the daily united 
Requeſts of Chriſtians for ſuch an happy Time, be 
back'd by fuitable Endeavours: May their Endea- 
vours gain freſh Vigor by every Repetition of 


their Prayers. Finally, may our Prince and Coun- 


try experience the Comprehenſive Sweets of a 
prevailing Regard to the Great God; The Advan- 
tages of encouraging your pious diſintereſted Endea- 
vours, to bring this Land into a 'greater Reſem- 
blance of Heaven for Piety and Virtue—= For 
then we ſhall find it ſo, both as to Harmony and 
Happineſs OO NE OO HIT 
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